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thunder, which they pretend is a bird, was afraid of
the Cross that was in front of the Frenchmen’s house,
and that the red color with which it was painted was
like a fire burning and flaming, which divided the
clouds in two when they passed above it.?

The Captains of the village, having heard these
stories, sent for me and said, ‘“ My nephew, here is
what so-and-so says; what dost thou answer to it?
We are ruined, for the corn will not ripen. If at
least we should die by the hands and arms of our
enemies who are ready to burst upon us, well and
goods— we should not at any rate pine away; but if,
having escaped from their fury, we are exposed to
famine, that would be to go from bad to worse.
‘What dost thou think of it? Thou dost not wish to
be the cause of our death? besides, it is of as much
importance to thee as to us. We are of the opinion
that thou shouldst take down that Cross, and hide it
awhile in thy Cabin, or even in the lake, so that the
thunder and the clouds may not see it, and no longer
fear it; and then after the harvest thou mayest set it
up again.”” To this I answered, ‘‘ As for me, I shall
never take down nor hide the Cross [30] where
died he whois the cause of all our blessings. For your-
selves, if you wish to take it down, consider the mat-
ter well; I shall not beable to hinder you, but take
care that, in taking it down, you do not make God
angry and increase your own misery. Do you be-
lieve in this deceiver? He does not know what he
says. This Cross has been set up for more than a
year, and you know how many times there has been
rain here since. Only an ignorant person would say
that the thunder is afraid; it is not an animal, it is a
dry and burning exhalation which, being shut in,



